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Scientific symposia 

EDCTP invites proposals for scientific symposia to be presented at the Eighth EDCTP Forum 
titled ‘Defeating poverty-related and neglected diseases in Africa: harnessing research for 
evidence-informed policies’. The symposium format allows groups of researchers or 
organisations to present an overview of a topic, including time for questions, discussion and 
exchange of views with Forum delegates. 

The Forum organisers welcome symposia on a wide range of topics in the EDCTP remit, with 
relevance to the Forum theme.  

For questions regarding symposia, please contact the EDCTP Forum Team (forum@edctp.org). 

Scientific symposia in brief 

DURATION 

Each symposium session is 120 minutes in length 

ORGANISER AND CHAIR 

Each symposium requires a primary organiser. This organiser will serve as the chair 
and the point of contact for the submission process. The organiser may also serve 
as a speaker. 

FORMAT 

The suggested format is a minimum of three speakers, with sufficient time allocated 
for questions and a general discussion at the end of the session. There is flexibility 
to incorporate alternative formats, including panel discussions or moderated 
debates. Full details should be provided in the application form. 

TOPICS 

Topics presented should fall within the remit and activities of EDCTP2 and the theme 
of the Forum (see application form on page 4). The programme committee will 
consider other topics if determined to be of general interest to the Forum delegates. 
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Submission process 

Symposium proposals must be submitted in English via email (forum@edctp.org) by 4 July 
2016 using the application form. Only proposals completed in full and submitted by the deadline 
will be considered.  

Selection process 

Proposals will be evaluated by a review committee against the following criteria: 

 Proposal quality
 Relevance to EDCTP, to the theme of the Forum, or an emerging topic of interest to the

delegates
 Complementarity to the Forum programme

Other considerations 

 The Programme Committee requests that no more than two symposium applications are
submitted by each organiser.

 In parallel to the call for scientific symposia, there is a call for abstracts for oral and
poster presentations at the Forum. Symposium organisers and speakers should not
submit symposium proposals that duplicate the content of abstracts they have
submitted/intend to submit to the call for abstracts. If the symposium proposal is
declined, there will be an opportunity given to submit abstracts. Symposium speakers
and organisers may submit abstracts that do not overlap with their symposium
proposals.

 There is a nominal processing fee of €150 associated with the submission of each
scientific symposium to EDCTP.

 Forum registration fees for up to a maximum of three speakers per symposium will be
waived; however all other costs associated with attendance (such as air flights and
accommodations costs) are the responsibility of the symposium organisers or speakers.
EDCTP does not support these costs and no bursaries are provided to symposium
speakers or organisers.

 All symposium sessions at the Forum will be published in the programme book and may
be summarised in the EDCTP Forum Proceedings. EDCTP intends to publish a selection of
abstracts as a supplement to a journal. Submission of an abstract constitutes agreement
to its publication.

Guidelines for submission and processing 

 Proposals should be submitted by email by 4 July 2016.
 No abstracts are required for individual presentations within the symposium (an

overview of the speakers and topics are given in the symposium proposal).
 Decisions will be made available by end of July 2016. EDCTP cannot guarantee

scheduling of a symposium on a specific day or time. Speakers should be available
throughout the Forum.

 Communications are only made with the symposium organiser. The organiser is
responsible for distributing the information among speakers.

 Upon acceptance of the symposium proposal, the organiser and speakers are asked to
complete a conflict of interest form.
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Scientific symposium application form 

For questions please contact the scientific forum committee through our website with 
subject line- Attn: Symposia* 

Provide contact details of the scientific symposium organiser: 

Name 

Organization 

Address 

City 

Country 

Email 

Telephone 

Title (max 25 words) 

Learning objectives (provide two learning objectives for the Forum delegates attending your 
symposium) 

http://www.edctpforum.org/2016/index.php/contact-us/
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Abstract of symposium (max 300 words) 
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Select from the below list one main topic and one subtopic 

Main topic (pick one) 

Ethics, regulatory and pharmacovigilance 

Policy development 

Capacity development and training 

Vaccines and immunity 

Drugs for treatment and prevention, and other novel therapies 

Diagnostics and biomarkers 

Microbicides 

Health systems, operational, social and economic research 

Epidemiology 

Maternal and child health 

Clinical trials methodology 

Antimicrobial resistance 

Subtopic (pick one) 

Malaria 
Tuberculosis 
HIV/AIDS 
Dengue 
Rabies 
Emerging infections, including Ebola 
Human African trypanosomiasis  
Leishmaniasis 
Onchocerciasis 
Schistosomiasis 
Soil-transmitted helminths 
Cysticercosis/Taeniasis 
Dracunculiasis (guinea-worm) 
Echinococcosis 
Foodborne trematodiases 
Lymphatic filariasis 
Buruli ulcer 
Leprosy (Hansen disease) 
Trachoma 
Yaws 
Diarrhoeal diseases 
Lower respiratory infections 
Co-infections 
Other/not applicable 
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Symposium details 

Chair - Indicate name, institution, city, country 

Speakers and topics 

List the speakers, titles of the talks, and the time allocated to each speaker (sessions are 120 
minutes in length). It is advised to give sufficient time between talks and also at the end for 
discussions.  

Topic title (25 word max) Speaker Name, Organisation, Country Time 
allocated 
(in min) 



8 

Topic title (25 word max) 
(add more if required) 

Speaker Name, Organisation, Country 
(add more if required) 

Time 
allocated 
(in min) 

Alternative format 
Organisers may deviate from the suggested format above, for instance for panel discussions or 
moderated debates. Please elaborate here on the suggested format, including topics to be 
discussed, panel members invited and/or moderators used (for each person's name, also provide 
their Organisation and Country [250 word maximum]). 
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Declarations by symposium submitter 

1. Submission of the abstract constitutes your consent to publication. If the
abstract is accepted, the authors agree to its publication in the EDCTP Forum programme
booklet and in a journal supplement.

I agree (mandatory) 

2. On behalf of all speakers of the symposium, I hereby guarantee that the 
following is true.

The author(s) warrant that:

i. they are the sole author(s) of the Abstract which is an original work;
ii. the whole or a substantial part of the Abstract has not previously been published;
iii. any third party content included within the Abstract has had all permissions 

cleared by the Corresponding Author, and is fully consistent with the rights then 
granted to the Publishers herein,

iv. they or their employers are the copyright owners of the Abstract;
v. to the best of their knowledge the Abstract does not contain anything which is 

libelous, illegal, or infringes any third party’s copyright or other rights;
vi. that they have obtained all necessary written consents for any patient information 

which is supplied with the Abstract; and
vii. that, if required, they have declared or will accurately declare all competing 

interests to the Publishers. Upon request from the Publisher, the Corresponding 
Author shall supply evidence for any of the above requests.

I agree (mandatory)

3. Ethical research declaration. I, the symposium submitter, confirm that the research 
presented in this symposium has been conducted in accordance with the study protocol 
approved by the institutional and/or national ethics committee, and in accordance with 
the Declaration of Helsinki of the World Medical Association. The Scientific Programme 
Committee may contact me to clarify ethical aspects during the abstract review. 

I confirm 

Not applicable (the study does not include human subject) 

4. Clinical trials. I, the presenting author, confirm that any data or results presented in
the abstract pertaining to clinical trial(s) are derived from clinical trials which are
registered in a primary register of the WHO International Clinical Trials Registry Platform
(ICTRP) or in ClinicalTrials.gov, which are data providers to the WHO ICTRP. The
abstract includes clinical trials data.

Yes 

No 

Submit the completed form before 4 July 2016 using the contact form on the 
Forum website with subject line: Attn: Symposia*. 

http://www.edctpforum.org/2016/index.php/contact-us/
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